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A attacked them and drove the gunners to

ground in a deep dug-out. . L./Cpl.
McBeath, regardless of all danger, rushed in
after them, shot -an enemy who opposed him
on the steps, and drove the remainder of the
garrison out of the dug-out, capturing three
officers and thirty men.

There were in all five machine-guns
mounted round the dug-out and by putting
them out of action he cleared the way for the
advance of both units.

The con duct of L./Cpl. McBeath through-
out three days of severe fighting was beyond .
praise.

No. 6657 Pte. George William Clare, late
Lrs. (Plumstead).

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty when, acting as stretcher-bearer
during a most intense and continuous enemy
bombardment, Pte. Clare dressed and con-
ducted wounded over the open to the dress-
ing-station about 500 yards away.

At one period, when all the garrison of a
detached post, which was lying out in the
open about 150 yards to the left of the line
occupied, had become casualties, he crossed
the intervening space, which was continually
swept by heavy rifle and machine-gun fire,
and, having dressed all the cases, manned*
the post single-handed till a relief could be
sent. Pte. Clare then carried a seriously
wounded man through intense fire to cover,
and later succeeded in getting him to the
dressing -station.

At the dressing-station he was told that the
enemy was using gas shells to a large extent

' in the valley below, and as the wind was
blowing the gas towards the line of trenches
and shell-holes occupied, he started on the
right of the line and personally warned every
company post of the danger, the whole time
under shell and rifle fire.

This very gallant soldier was subsequently
killed by a shell.

No. 838301 Pte. Thomas William Holmes,
Can. Mtd. Rif.

For most conspicuous bravery and re-
source when the right flank of our attack was
held up by heavy machine-gun and rifle fire
from .a "pill-box"' strong point. Heavy
casualties were producing a critical situation
when Pte. Holmes, on his own initiative and
single-handed, ran forward and threw two
bombs, killing and wounding the crews of
two machine guns. He then returned to his
comrades, secured another bomb, and again
rushed forward alone under heavy fire and
threw the bomb into the entrance of the
" pill-box," causing the nineteen occupants
to surrender.

By this act of valour at a very critical
moment Pte. Holmes undoubtedly cleared
the way for the advance of our troops and
saved the lives of many of his comrades.

No. 437793 Pte. Cecil John Kinross, Can.
Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery in action
during prolonged and severe operations.

Shortly after the attack was launched, the
company to which he belonged came under
intense artillery fire, and further advance

was held up by a very severe fire from an.
enemy machine gun. Pte. Kinross, making
a careful survey of the "situation, deliberately
divested himself of all his equipment save his
rifle and bandolier and, regardless of his
personal safety, advanced alone over the
open ground in broad daylight, charged the
enemy machine gun, killing the crew of six,
and seized and destroyed the gun. His
superb example and courage instilled the
greatest confidence in his company, and en-
abled, a further advance, of 300 yards to bft
made and a highly important position to be
established.

Throughout the day he showed marvellous
coolness and courage, fighting with the
utmost aggressiveness against heavy odds
until seriously wounded.

No. 24213 Pte. Henry James Nicholas,
N.Z. Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty in attack. Pte. Nicholas, who
was one of a Lewis gun section, had orders to
form a defensive tiank to the right of the
advance which was subsequently checked by
heavy machine-gun and rifle fire from an
enemy strong point. Whereupon, followed
by the remainder of his section at an interval
of about twenty-five yards, Pte. Nicholas
rushed forward alone, shot the officer in
command of the strong point, and overcame
the remainder of the garrison of sixteen by
means of bombs and bayonet, capturing four
wounded prisoners and a machine gun.

He captured this strong point practically
smglehand-ed, and thereby saved many
casualties.

Subsequently, when the advance had
reached its limit, Pte. Nicholas collected
ammunition under heavy machine-gun and
rifle fire.

His exceptional valour and coolness
throughout the operations afforded an in-
spiring example to all.

No. 552665 Pte. James Peter Robertson, late
Can. Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery and out-
standing devotion to duty in attack. When
his platoon was held up by uncut wire and a
machine gun causing many casualties, Pte.
Robertson dashed to an opening on the flank,
rushed the machine gun and, after a desper-
ate struggle with the crew, killed four and
then turned the gun on the remainder, who,
overcome by the fierceness of his onslaught,
were running towards their own lines. His
gallant work enabled the platoon to advance.
He inflicted many more casualties among the
enemy, and then carrying the captured
machine gun, he led his platoon to the final
objective. He there selected an excellent
position and got the gun into action, firing
on the retreating enemy, who by this time
were quite demoralised by the fire brought
to bear on them.

During the consolidation Pte. Robertson's
most determined use of the machine gun kept
down the fire of the enemy snipers; his
courage and his coolness cheered his comrades
and inspired them to the finest efforts.

Later, when two of our snipers were badly
wounded in front of our trench, he went oufc


