On page 381 in The New Zealand
Genealogist number 302, there is an
article explaining how “A small group of
Levin people have taken up an Anzac
Diay Challenge, to find out about the
men, behind the names on the district’s
war memorials.”" Other communities are
now following the success of this
iniriative, and 1 am offering to co-
ordinate and prepare copy honouring
those who's names are on the
GORDONTON CENOTAFH.

MNow is the me to start before all
those who can remember the men, have

passed on.

IN MEMORY OF OUR FALLEN
HEROES

A W. LAW
A.J. LAW

J. RIDDELL
A. M. THOMSON
H. C. WALSH
M/Medal.

G. H. WALSH
: J. McKINNON
L. HOWIE

= J. KNOTT

kg J. HICKEY

C. HALL

= C. SIMMONS

Private W. 1. SCOTT

oz H. VICKERS
Sergeant Major C.E. SIMMONS
Private D. W, BOSWELL

& G. F. WOODWARD

AND

Pilot Officer 5. M. BAILEY
Flight Sergeamt  H. A. LISTER
Private 5. H. CLELAND

) N, T. 'HEARN

ROLL OF HONOUR

Fastern Face:-

R. A. WILLIAMSON
E. . WILLIAMS
J. B. SAINSBURY
F. VICKERS
- H. VICKERS
. J. SCOTT
- W. J. SCOTT
: C. E. SMITH
2 C. HALL
- F. CATLEY
. J. HICKEY
. H. PITMAN
- C. ]. SHEARD
H. THORPE
A. B. FORDYCE
E. AYLWARD
]. FIESST
. 1. BOOTH
Sergeant Major  C. E. SIMMONS
W, PEACH
. AMO PENE
. PARITAWA TEWAI

Private

Lieutenant

Sergeant

J. LAW

= A ]. LAW

. W. . LAW

i A W.LAW

J. RIDDELL

- W. RIDDELL
M/ Medal
James RIDDELL
i L. HOWIE

g C. DALBETH
= W. DALBETH
i H. Q. PURDIE

C. McDONALD
27 T. R. THOMSON

* W. J. THOMPSON

= A. M. THOMPSON

e J. R. O’"HEARN

5 W. C. OHEARN
H. C. WALSH
M./Medal

G. H. WALSH

v R. GUTHRIE

Westernn Face:-

L. A. McGREGOR
RAF.

C. G. RIDGWAY

T. McSWEENEY

= W. BOSWELL

. H. RUSSELL

- G. C. RUSSELL

" G. F. WOODWARD
” W. McCARR

- G. F. LUNN

& W, AYLWARD

" J. McKINNON

. R. E. EGALE

5 R. F. BRECKON

; G. MUNCE

F. PEACH

5 A. L. SMITH

- J. KNOTT

Lieutenant
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If you know of these people and
can arrange for me to have a loan of
a photo of them, possibly in
uniform, and some biographical
notes about them, and where they
lived at Hukanui/Gordonton, | will
scan the photos, and compile a file
to honour them,

Copies then can be made for the
Gordonton School and Waikato
District Council Library, and
interested parties. If there is
sufficient interest we may even

produce a booklet.

Please contact:-
Alan SHARP
1261 Gordonton Road,
R. D. One,

TAUPIRI 3791 Ph: 07-8243-524



William (Bill) RIDDELL in 1923

In “Peeps into the Past” Bill Riddell, son of
James RIDDELL of Woodlands Farm,
Whitikahu Road, gives an account of the
Riddell boys war service.
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John (Jack) RIDDELL.

The First World War started on August 4th 1914
and John the second son, enlisted with the main
body, and sailed with them to Egypt. The mounted
Rifle Brigade landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula on
May 8th 1915.

John was wounded on August 5% (8th?),
afterwards dying of wounds on board a hospital
ship and was buried at sea en route to Alexandria.
An entry in his diary written shortly before the
end is rather pathetic but illustrative of the
hopeless task that those who landed on Gallipoli
were up against.

The entry on July 6th reads- "Nothing fresh,
weather just as hot, flies just as thick, biscuits just
as hard, Turks still in the same trench as when we
arrived two months ago.”

July 12 reads:- “Went on outpost 1.2.3. yesterday,
guiet as usual there. Had a cup of tea with milk in
it, the second in two months, also a (7) of fresh
water to wash in, the first for two months.”



July 27th reads:- ‘Stll awaiting attack by the
Turks, rather weary waiting, and standing to arms,
at all hours of the night and day, cannot sleep in
the daytime, because of hear and flies. Dysentery
very bad with The Mounted Rifle Brigade."

The last entry, August 17, reads:- “Still in the same
place. For nearly three months, the Machine Gun
Section has been within 300 yards of Turk

position.”

An extract from the Rev., T. E. Riddle's book
"The Light of other Davs" might also be worth
quoting. He was at Mudros, when the evacuation
from Gallipoli took place. Mudros being an Island in
the Aegean Sea. that was used as an advanced base.
He says "Conditions over there (that is at the
peninsula) had been the worst possible. A few
months before, a young Church of England padre
had landed at Hellas to start a Y.M.C.A. He was new
to the job, and anyway a secretary is often ‘nobody's
child’. He went up to an A.S5.C. major on the beach
and said, "I've come to start a YMCA. Could you
tell me some place, not under shell fire, where I can
put up a tent. "The major looked at him and said in
the language of those days, "Look here, sonny,
there's a lot of men looking for that place. You find it
and the boys will turn up alright” The peninsula
campaign was finally abandoned, all troops were
drawn off, around Christmas 1915."

William (Bill) RIDDELL

William, (myself, the third son,) entered camp
with the 11* Reinforcement in December 1915.
Left New Zealand on April 1* 1916. Landed in
Suez, and entrained to Tel-El-Kebir. The New
Zealand infantry division had left for France
before our arrival in Egypt. The particular
Company | was in had been trained in New
Zealand, as mounted rifles. But with the
withdrawal from Gallipoli, and the mounted
brigade not being engaged in any major offensive,
reinforcements were not needed, to the same
extent as formerly. Our company, with the
exception of a very few, were transferred to the
infantry. We also were the first company, to be
allotred regimental numbers without a bar.

A few details of previous reinforcements had
numbers, but with our company the numbers
started off with our Colonel taking 10,000 and
10,082 fell to my lot. This new system allowed, if
nothing else, one to determine by his number as to

Co W.RIDDELL M.M. #10

when a soldier left New Zealand, although it did
not give any indication of the district he came
from, as the bar system did. (Jacks number was
13/439) 12/. originally designated Auckland
Infantry and 13/ meant Auckland mounted Rifles
and so on. This idea was alright, but it did not
work overseas as once a man was a casualty, and
left his unit and if on recovery reinforcements
were not required, then he was sent to reinforce
another unit. Consequently there soon was a mix
up of the numbers in all the units.

After about a month in Egypt, we left with a
staff and detail, to set up a headquarters at Sling
camp at Bulford England. We arrived early June,
and had a very pleasant few weeks, in and around
Salisbury. Left for France early July, was for a
short period in the army base camp at Elaples, and
joined the 16" Waikato's on the trenches, at
Armentierres, in July 1916. | transferred to the No.
2 machine gun company in August 1916, and was
in that unit till I left France.

Spent the mnext seventeen months in the
interesting, if somewhat dangerous, occupation of
a front line soldier. About September and October



1917 was lucky, and also financial enough, to
obtain Paris and English leave. English leave was a
very welcome break, in our spell in the Ypres
Sector. The conditions in this sector were not the
best, and finally were to much for me, and I was
evacuated to England on December 30th 1917.
Was re-graded A about May 18%, but was soon re-
graded down again. Finally graded unfit, and was
on embarkation leave, in London, on Peace Day
November 11th 1918. Left England on December
3rd and reached Auckland, and home, on January
9%, 1919.

James (Jim) RIDDELL

Jim, the eldest son, left New Zealand with the
25th (45th?) Reinforcement, (Regt No. 45557).
Owing to a raider being about the ocean
somewhere, they were taken off in Australia for a
while, somewhere near Sydney. Arrived in
England, had four days leave there before going to
France. Arrived on the Ypres Sector in Belgium
early October, and was wounded by an aeroplane
bomb before being attached to any front line unit.
Fatigue and stretcher bearer parties were in
demand, and it was with them he was serving
when he was wounded. The Germans had mastery
of the air at this time, and their heavy bombers
came over in their dozens and our planes were
hopeless to do anything.

I was in England when I heard he was
wounded, and was able to locate him in the
Tooting Military Hospital (London), before I
returned to France. In January he was transferred
to Walton-on-Thames, and by that time | was also
in Hospital there, but in another building abour a
mile away. We were able to see quite a bit of one
another. We used to meet half-way, my feet
limited my actions quite a bit, and Jim had been
wounded in the throat mostly. His arm was
affected and also his voice, only being able to talk
in a hoarse whisper. We were lucky enough to
spend one day, in London together, while we were
there.

Jim left London late January or early February,
for New Zealand, without any more leave. After
several months, his voice came back to normal,
and almost complete recovery, for his arm. But he
carried shrapnel, from the wound, in his throat for
the rest of his life, it having been in too close
proximity to the jugular vein to remove, but
fortunately without any more complications.

Thomas (Tom) RIDDELL.

Thomas, the fourth son, was due to go to Camp
but was unfortunate, or was it lucky enough, to
cut his leg very badly when a plough struck a
stump, and prevented him from going to Camp at
the appointed time.

{Extracted from, PEEPS INTO THE PAST, By Bill RIDDELL)

Just an example of what can, relatively easily, be
put together. I grabbed the first photo out of
the Attwood Album and extracted the clipping
from "Peeps inte the Past” and Bill's Daughter
Clarice HOBAN supplied the cigarette packet
letter, and the army photos of John and Bill.
James' daughter Merle supplied his photo.

A period photo, the location of their residence
(what road) in the greater Gordonton area they
left from. Unit served in, and area/s of service,
plus any other short items held could be
collected and compiled for copies to be made
avaifable to the school the District and the
Council Office Archives.
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